
PAWS QUARTERLY PARENT INFORMATION/ COMMON GROUNDS MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 13, 2016 

1. CHRISTI WHITESIDE, ECS DIRECTOR With the help of the Kerr Family YMCA, ECS will hold the first 

ever Field Day this Friday, April 15.  

ECS and Kerr YMCA are excited to announce a new partnership for next year. YMCA will offer 

afterschool at ECS. There will be options for either 5 days per week or 3 days per week, and will 

also cover early release days. Pricing is not yet available. 

2. INDY HARRIS, BOOSTERS PRESIDENT Boosterthon is underway at school, culminating with the 

FunRun and Color Run on Friday. Boosterthon is the single largest source of financial support of 

the athletics program. Boosterthon representatives presented the theme, “Big World Recess”, 

and discussed topics they have introduced to students, such as leadership, fun and results. So 

far, sponsors have come from 39 different states and three different countries. Parents 

represent 44% of the donors, and the other 56% are other family members or friends. 

3. Presentation of Middle School Musical by cast members. This is the 7th year that ECS has put on 

a production. Tickets go on sale next week via the website. The show is May 19-21. 

4. ALLISON HESTER, 2ND GRADE TEACHER- Spotlight on 2nd grade field trips. ECS has a partnership 

with Duke University that began during the first school year. “Professor Ken” and his 

undergraduate students host the 2nd grade for hands-on science experiments in their chemistry 

lab that relate to the 2nd grade science course of study. This year, Professor Ken came to ECS 

three times, and the students traveled to Duke twice. Mrs. Hester is the recipient of a Duke 

Community Leadership Award.  

5. LAUREN MANFREDA, DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT- Next year, ECS will launch the ECS Annual 

Fund. This fund is designed to support and grow Endeavor Charter School, as expenses grow and 

income remains the same as the number of students will not grow. 

6. CHRISTI WHITESIDE, SCHOOL DIRECTOR -EOG Preview. EOGs are summative assessments, 

meaning they show proficiency. They also measure growth above and beyond previous years. In 

schools such as Endeavor, this can be difficult to obtain when the school is already achieving at a 

high level. GROWTH will be the theme for the year 2016-2017, where goals will be higher. 

Rather than aiming for straight A’s, parents are encouraged to ask students “what did you 

learn?”, or “what was hard?” Want to ensure students know how to manage a situation when 

they are challenged beyond their comfort zone academically. PROCTORS will be needed for 

EOG’s in May. Sign up opportunities will be emailed out soon. 

7. DO-DADS WORK DAY- Endeavor has a long honey-do list. Dads and other handy individuals are 

asked to come out and help on Saturday, April 23 9am-12pm. 

8. LANA ABERANT, CULTURAL ARTS COMMITTEE CHAIR 4th quarter cultural arts offering will be 

Goldenrod Puppets for Grades K-4. They will present a show called Animalia. Afterward, the 4th 

graders will participate in an artist in residence workshop where they will make their own 

puppets. 

9. SUSAN WHITE, PAWS PRESIDENT- Endeavors number one volunteer priority is lunch duty 

coverage. Through the end of the year, only 30% of the needed spots are covered. Please find a 

time to come in for lunch duty to show appreciation to our wonderful teachers. Additional 

PAWS needs include positions on the executive team, committee chairs, and event chairs. 

Please contact Susan White or Marla Myers if you would like additional information. 



10. COLLEEN ICENHOWER- PASSIVE FUNDRAISING UPDATE- Spring Pictures will be next week. 

Individual and class pictures will be taken. Class pictures must be prepaid. Going forward, 

SchoolA clothing drives will support 6th grade space camp. A packing label was sent home with 

students. The collection drive is next week. Terracycle trash for cash collection dates are May 5 

and June 2, during morning carpool. The last box top drive of the year will be the week of May 

16-20. 

11. MINH GRAHAM, YEARBOOK COMMITTEE Last day to order a yearbook is Monday, April 18. Cost 

of the yearbook is $25, can add personalization for $2.25 The yearbook will be great this year, 

and will include QR codes that will link to videos and more photos from the year. 

12. SUSAN WHITE- PAWS Celebrates its volunteers will celebrate the passive fundraising committee 

in April and the yearbook committee in the month of May. 

 


